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and see" attitude, which accorded with his own hesitating
nature and the wishes of Germany and Italy.165 But he did
not intend to tolerate any further great increase of Serbian
territory, in spite of the moderating counsels of the German
Ambassador in Vienna. According to the latter's despatch
of July 1,1913:
If Russia, in case of decisive Bulgarian victories, should
intervene in favor of Serbia, they would oppose it here
[Kaiser's marginal comment: "Unbelievable"]. To my
question, how this would be done,. Count Berchtold thought
either by direct steps at St. Petersburg, or perhaps by the
occupation of Belgrade [Kaiser: "Totally crazy; that is then
war!'7].
Interference by Austria-Hungary without Russian provo-
weeks contain nothing which confirms this doubtful report. Neither does
Die Grosse Politik, unless it be Tschirschky's vague phrase on July 2
that Berchtold "seems to begin to fear the Bulgarian spirits which he
called" (G.P., XXXV, 147 note). The editors of the latter declare
(G.P., XXXV, 52 note): "The Russian assumption that the Bulgarian
Government was egged on to its final intransigence by Austria-Hungary
finds no confirmation either in the German documents nor in the Austrian
sources." To be sure, theargumentum ex silentio is negative and not con-
clusive. There is no doubt that Berchtold rejoiced at the prospect of
the collapse of the Balkan League formed under Russian patronage,
though he still suffered from the illusory nightmare that Triple Entente
intrigues and Rumanian demands on Bulgaria for territorial compensa-
tions might cause its reconstitute (G,P., XXXV, 7, 40, 68 f.). There
is also no doubt that Berchtold refused to support the Russian proposal
early in June, 1913, that the Great Powers invite the Balkan States to
demobilize at once (G.P., XXXV, 26, 41, 240; Affaires Balkaniques, II,
209 ff.); that he recognized the "parallelism of Austrian and Bulgarian
interests" in their common opposition to a Greater Serbia (GP., XXXIV,
822; XXXV, 117 f,, 320, 329 f., 346 ff.); and also that he was "Bul-
garophil" to the extent of trying to bring about a peaceful arrangement
between Rumania and Bulgaria without too great territorial concessions
on the latter's part (G.P., XXXIV, 577ff., 843, 873ff.; XXXV, 17, 56,
61 f., 66 ff., 77, 115 ff.). But that he positively egged Bulgaria on in her
suicidal attack on Serbia seems not proven. Had he done so, Germany
would have been likely to have known of it, and some allusion would
be found to it in the German documents, especially in the frequent
uncomplimentary remarks which the Kaiser and his German officials
indulged in concerning Berchtold's diplomacy (c/. GP., XXXY, 40, 54,
116, 147 note, 148 note, 365, 378; XXXVI, 28-30, 32).
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